f 

2 

audience, programs of said sequence of network programs having a 
duration shorter than or equal to individual ones of said time 
slots, said network programs including tasks to be performed by the 
members of the audience; 




means at said broadcast stations for selecting individual ones 
of said network programs to be interspersed among successive ones 
of said local program segments for broadcast to said audience; 

means at each of said receiving stations for enabling the 
members of the audience to enter a response to said tasks; 

means for providing an instructional signal including response 
criteria to enable evaluation of responses of the members of the 
audience; 

means for evaluating the responses of the members of the 
audience in accordance with the response criteria to identify 
individual members of the audience who have entered acceptable 
responses ; 

a station for designating a winner among the members of the 
audience who have entered [an] acceptable [response] responses ; and 

wherein said response criteria have been established prior to 
entry of the responses by the members of the audience, said 
evaluating means includes means for altering a mode of evaluation 
in response to said instructional signal , and wherein said 
instructional signal can be generated to activate said altering 
means of said evaluation means independently of a communication of 
said sequence of network programs. 



Claim 2, line 3, before "responses" ihser€ — the — . 
Claim 2, line 3, before "members" inseo?^ — the — . 



♦ 
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Claim 3, line 1, ch^^e "Claim 2" to — Claim 1 — < 
Claim 7, line 3, before "response" insert — the — , 



9. (Amended) A system according to Claim 8 wherein each of 
said evaluating means includes means for storing the response 




is 



criteria, and means for comparing ar^ entered response with an 
acceptable one of said [response] responses . 

10. (Amended) A system according to Claim 9 wherein said 
transmitting means includes a base station for transmitting the 
network programs and a communication means coupling said base 
station to said broadcast stations, said [criteria] instructional 
signal -providing means being located at said base station for 
transmission of [the] a scoring criteria via said communication 
means to said broadcast stations, said broadcast stations 
transmitting said response criteria to said receiving stations for 
use by said evaluating means, 



^ Claim 12, line 2, before "program" ind^^t — 

:" i^Tsert — 



network — . 



Claim 13, line 3, before "network" insert — the — • 
Claim 15, line 4, before "response" insert — the — . 

— 'J — 

Claim 17, line 5, before "response" insert — the — . 

In Claim 18 at Line 4, before "acceptable" iri|^^^t — the — . 

23. A system according to Claim 21 wherein each of said 
evaluating means includes means for storing the response criteria^ 
^ ^/ and means for comparing [an] the entered response with an 
acceptable one of said [response] responses . 



24. (Amended) A system according to Claim 23 wherein 
transmitting means includes a base station for transmitting the 
network programs and a communication means coupling said base 
station to said broadcast stations, said instructional signal 
includes scoring criteria, said instructional signal -providing 
[criteria-providing] means being located at said base station for 
transmission of the scoring criteria via said communication means 
to said broadcast stations, said broadcast stations transmitting 
said response criteria to said receiving stations for use by said 
evaluating means, said [ network] communication means communicating 
said instructional signal from said base station[s] to said 
broadcast stations for transmission to said receiving stations. 



Claim 26, line 2, before "program" insert — network — . 

" ir^^i 



Claim 27, line 3, before "network" irisert — the — . 
Claim 29, line 4, before "response" ir^^rt — the — . 



32. (Amended) A system for eliciting responses from members of 
a broadcast audience comprising: 

a plurality of broadcast stations including means at 
individual ones of . said broadcast stations for transmitting a 
sequence of local [program] programs or segments of the local 
programs ; 

a multiplicity of receiving stations for receiving the local 
programs from said broadcast stations and for presenting said local 
programs to the members of the broadcast audience; 

means for providing a sequence of network programs to each of 
said broadcast stations, each of said network programs including a 
task to be performed by the members of the audience; 



means at each of said broadcast stations for inserting a 
network program of said sequence of network programs between the 
segments of said local programs; 



means at each of said receiving stations for enabling the 
members of the audience to enter a response to [a task] the task 




provided by Ja network program; 

A 

means for providing a response criteria to enable evaluation 
of responses of the members of the audience; 

means employing said response criteria for evaluating the 
responses of the members of the audience in accordance with the 
response criteria to identify individual members of the audience 
who have entered an acceptable response; and 



a station for designating a winner among the members of the 
audience who have entered [an] the acceptable response. 



in^r 



Claim 33, line 4, before "local" insert — the — . 
Claim 34, line 2, ch^iige^ "said" to — a — . 



35. (Amended) A system according to Claim 33 wherein [said] a 
concurrent transmission of said local and said network programs is 
accomplished by transmitting said local and said network programs 



via a television transmission, and by providing at least a portion 



of^,^Knetwork program in split-screen format with at least a portion 
of a local program. 

Claim 37, line 6, ch^^e "said" to — a — . 




38. (Amended) 
a broadcast audienbe 



A method for eliciting responses from members of 
comprising: 




6 

broadcasting from each of a plurality of broadcast stations, 
distant from each other, a set of local programs; 



receiving said local programs at a multiplicity of receiving 
stations by members of [a] the broadcast audience; 

providing said broadcast stations with a sequence of network 
programs, said network programs including tasks to be performed by 
members of the audience; 1 

selecting, at individual ones of said broadcast stations, a 
network program from said sequence of network programs to be 
interspersed between successive programs or successive segments of 
a program in the [sets] set\ of local programs; 



interspersing a selectied network program among successive 
local programs or successive \segments of a local program broadcast 
from an individual one of said broadcast stations; 



enabling members of the audience to enter responses to a task 
of [a] one of said network [program] programs ; 

providing apparatus for evaluating a response of a member of 
the audience; \ 

generating an instructional iM.gnal including response criteria 
for use by said evaluating apparatms in evaluating the responses of 
audience members to determine the presence of a correct response; 

providing a station for selection of a winner among members of 
the audience who have entered [a] correct [response] responses ; and 

communicating identities of members of the audience who have 
entered correct responses to said winner-select ion station. 




n 



n 



39. (Amended) A merhod according to Claim 38 wherein said 
response criteria have peen established prior to entry of the 



responses by members of 
apparatus includes ^meanis 



response to said instructional signal, and the method further 



comprises a step of emp! . 



the audience, said evaluating [means] 
for altering a mode of evaluation in 



oyina said instructional signal [can be 



generated to activate] f or activating said altering means of said 



evaluation means independently of the providing of said sequence of 
network programs. 



42. (Amended) A method according to Claim 41 wherein said step 
of providing the sequence of network programs further comprises a 
step of positing copies of the network-program recording at various 
ones of said broadcast stations for synchronized playback of the 
copies of the network-program [recordings] recording at said 
plurality of broadcast stations. 



I) 



49. (Amended) A 
of interspersing is 
said local programs or 
time slots , and inserjb 
[slot] slots . 



method 



ac ::ompl 



according to Claim 38 wherein said step 
ished by separating successive ones of 
segments of said local programs by [timing] 
ing a network program in one of the time 



Claim 51, line 2, before "network" insert — a — . 
jl, line 2, cliJ^nge "j 




Claim 5: 



Claim 54, line 14, after "answers" insert — submitted-. 



57. (Amended) A metthod for generating very large broadcast 
audiences comprising thelsteps of: 




providing a first lelectronic signal transmitting system 
comprising a network of stations broadcasting programs to members 
of the audiences, said stations broadcasting their individually 



scheduled programs, said 
retransmit quiz signals to 
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Stations being equipped to receive and 
members of the audiences; 



electronic 



providing a second 
transmitting quiz signals 
task, and response criterila 
least one acceptable response ; 



signal transmitting system for 
o said stations, a quiz comprising a 
accompanying said task defining at 



formulating at a central location at least one quiz; 

transmitting by said sepond system at least one quiz to said 
stations, said stations receiving at least one quiz; 

retransmitting by a network station a quiz to members of its 
audience ; 

providing a response unit with response-entering means to 
individual members of said audiences, said response unit being 
capable of receiving and storing response criteria signals, said 
response unit being capable ofl evaluating an entered response in 
accordance with said responpe criteria and determining an 
acceptable response; 

entering a response to a c^iz by a [members] member of said 
audiences ; 

evaluating a member's response by the member's response unit 
to determine an acceptable response; 

providing means at a central llocation for identifying a member 
having entered an acceptable response; 



providing means at said central location for receiving 
responses and for storing accepted Responses by members of said 
audiences [in] for a sweepstakes pool; 



V. 



conveying acceptcid responses by identified audience members to 
said sweepstakes pool 

storing identifications of said identified audience members in 
said sweepstakes pool;! 



providing means atl a central location for determining at least 
one winner from among said identified audience members entered in 
said sweepstakes pool; land 

informing said winner of said determination. 

58. (Amended) A method for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the \ steps of: 

organizing a plurality of broadcast stations, including 
television and/or r^dio stations, to create a broadcast 
network ; 

providing at least olrie central facility for transmitting 
electronic signals to said broadcast stations; 

providing at said broadcast stations means to receive and to 
rebroadcast electronic \ signals received from a central 
location; 

broadcasting by said sta-iions their regularly scheduled and 
disparate programs to members of a remote broadcast audience; 

receiving said programs b^ members of the remote audience; 



formulating a plurality of task sets, a task set comprising 
signals conveying a task, ihcluding a question, a task set 
including also response criteria defining at least one 
acceptable response including! an answer and instructions for 
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scoring acceptable responses; 



providing response units to individual members of said 
audience, a response unit comprising means for entering a 
response to a task by an audience member and means for 
receiving response! criteria signals, said response unit 
further comprising! means for identifying and scoring 
acceptable responses! by individual audience members; 

providing means for ilnforming a winning audience member of an 
acceptable scored response; 

sequentially transmitting by at least one of said central 
facilities signals conveying a plurality of task sets to said 
broadcast stations; I 

receiving task set sigiials at said broadcast stations; 

interrupting programs ©f individual ones of said broadcast 
stations to create a time gap between program segments; 

rebroadcasting a task set by an individual one of said 
broadcast stations during \said station's time gap; 

receiving during a station's time gap, by an audience member, 
[the station's rebroadcast] signals rebroadcast by one of said 
broadcast stations and conveying a task set; 

entering [a] responses to a task by individual ones of said 
audience members via the response units; 

identifying, by said response units, acceptable responses 
entered by individual audience\ members ; 

storing acceptable responses by Weans of said response units; 
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entering, acceptablle response in a prize event; 



audience members of entrance of an 
in a prize event. 

59. (Amended) A Imethod for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the steps of: 

providing a first! electronic signal transmitting system 
comprising a network of stations broadcasting programs to members 
of a remote audience, saia station broadcasting their individually 
scheduled programs; 1 

providing second electronic signal transmitting means for 
transmitting a quiz to saM network stations, said stations being 
equipped to receive and to jtransmit said quiz signals to members of 
the remote audience, a quiz\ comprising a task and response criteria 
defining at least one acceptable response; 

formulating at a central location at least one quiz; 

transmitting at least one quiz to said network stations; 

receiving at least one miiz at said network station; 

retransmitting a quiz, qy said remote network stations, to 
members of said audience at [aipoint] points in time determined by 
individual ones of said networW stations, which points in time can 
vary between stations; \ 

providing to individual members of said remote audience 
response units for receiving and for storing response criteria 
signals, and for entering a response to a quiz by a member of said 
remote audience, each of said response units evaluating an entered 
response in accordance with said response criteria, said response 



informing winninc 
acceptable respons^ 
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units identifying a member of the remote audience having entered an 
acceptable response; t 

entering a response, \ by a member of the remote audience, to a 
quiz; \ 

evaluating the member \s response by a member's response unit; 

providing data storage! means at a central location; 

providing a sweepstakes facility at a central location; 

providing a communications link between said response units, 
said storage means and said sweepstakes facility; 

conveying [conveying] identifications of identified audience 
members to said storage means n 

conveying identifications! of identified audience members to 
said sweepstakes facility; \ 

determining at least one\ sweepstakes winner from among 
identified audience members; and\ 

informing said winner of a determination. 

60. (Amended) A method fAr attracting large broadcast 
audiences to individual stations! in a network of stations by 
entering successful respondents to a task in a sweepstakes or prize 
event, said method comprising the steps of: 

forming a network composed of\ a multiplicity of TV and/or 
radio stations concurrently broadcasting scheduled and at 
least partially disparate programs, each of the stations of 
said network broadcasting its \ program to members of its 



13 



audience ; 



broadcasting a plurality of task sets from a central location, 
[a] each of said Itask sets comprising a_task and accompanying 
response criteria^ defining an acceptable response to the task; 

receiving said task sets at said network stations and 
selecting, at individual ones of said network stations, a' 
task set for retransmission at a time fitting into [its] the 
program structure 1 of each of said individual ones of said 
network stations; 

retransmitting via k network station a selected task set; 

receiving [ a ] said \ selected task set by members of th'e 
audience of a network station; 

providing to each audience member a response unit identified 
with said audience member, a response unit comprising means 
for receiving and fori storing response criteria, means for 
entering a response to a task, means for comparing an entered 
response to a task to \ accompanying response criteria, and 
means for determining \whether an entered response is an 
acceptable response; 

entering a response to a task [in] of said selected task set 
by a response unit, said entering step being accomplished by 
a member of the audience olp a network station desiring to be 
a respondent; 



determining by a response unit whether a respondent's entered 
response is an acceptable response; 



providing a central sweepstakes or prize event facility; 
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providing a communications link between said response unit and 
said sweepstakos or prize events facility for conveying the 
identity of a irespondent having successfully responded to a 
task to said sweepstakes or prize event facility; and 

entering a successful respondent in a sweepstakes or prize 
event . 



61. (Amended) A Vmethod for generating a large advertising 
market, including the\ combined audiences of a multiplicity of 
broadcasting stations, \said method comprising the steps of: 

forming a network \ composed of a multiplicity of TV and/or 
radio stations concairrently broadcasting their scheduled and 
at least partially disparate programs having different program 
structures ; 

broadcasting, via individual ones of said [network] stations 
of said network . theiir respective programs to members of said 
combined audiences, \ said network stations broadcasting 
advertising and/or proijfiotional messages interspersed in their 
respective programs; 

broadcasting a pluraliti\ of task sets from a central location, 
a task set comprising \ a task and accompanying response 
criteria defining an acceptable response to a task; 

receiving said task sets at said network stations; 



selecting, at respective dnes of said network stations, at 
least one task set for retransmission at times fitting into 
program structures of respective ones of said network 
stations; 



retransmitting selected task \sets by respective ones of said 
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net^WJrk stations; 



receiving [a] an individual one of said at least one task set 
by each of a plurality of response units located at locations 
of members of said audiences, wherein an individual one of 
said response units comprises means for entering a response to 
a task, and comparison means for determining whether an 
entered response lis ati acceptable response; 



entering k response to a task by a member of said combined 
audiences by use of one of said response units; 

determining, at a member's response unit . whether an entered 
response of a mein^er of said audience is an acceptable 
response; and 



entering a meiober, w^o has entered an acceptable response, 
into a sweepstakes . 



Claim 63 



, line 4, de^te " 



program" . 



Claim 63, line 4, after "segments" insert — of programs — . 



In Claim 64, in the next to last line, cnange ":" to — ; — . 




66. (Amended) A 
members of the audience^ 
steps of: 



method for conducting a sweepstakes for 
of broadcast stations, comprising the 



programs from respective 



conveying mechanica 
stations, at least one 
stations • audiences ; 



broadcasting, by me^ns of a plurality of stations, individual 

ones of the stations; 



ly or electronically or optically, to said 
tiask of a task set to be broadcast to said 
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selecting, by 



ab i4 



idi\idual one of said stations, -at least one 



point in time fitting intp 
broadcasting a task; 

broadcasting, by ^aid 
task at a selected time; 

receiving said task by 



said station's program structure for 



station, to its audience at least one 



the audience members of said station; 



providing to individual audience members a response unit 
comprising response entering means and means for electronically 
receiving response criteria Idef ining an acceptable response to an 
accompanying task, the response unit including a memory for storing 
response criteria and evakuation means including means for 
determining an acceptable response by comparing an entered response 
to accompanying response cWiteria, said response unit being 
operable by an identified respondent; 



entering a response by an individual member of the audience; 

determining an acceptably response by a response unit for a 
successful respondent ; 

providing a central 4^orage facility for successful 
respondents • identifications ; 

providing a communications] link between said response unit and 
said storage facility; 



communicating a successful respondent's identification to said 
central facility for storing inl said central facility ; 



entering successful respoiraents in a sweepstakes or prize 
event ; 1 
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determining a wiiiner; and 



informing a winn 



ng respondent. 



67. (Amended) A method of conducting a sweepstakes for members 
of the audiences of binoadcast stations, comprising the steps of: 

broadcasting, by a plurality of stations, individual programs 
of respective ones lof the stations; 

[transmitting signals conveying response criteria defining an 
acceptable response! to a task;] 

conveying mechanicallly or electronically or optically to said 
stations at least onle task to be broadcast to said station's 
audiences; 

transmitting signals Iconveyina response criteria defining an 
acceptable response tlo said at least one task; 

selecting, at an indivudual one of said stations, at least one 
point in time fitting! into said station's program structure 
for broadcasting a task of said at least one task ; 

broadcasting, by said station, to its audience said at least 
one task at a selected time; 

receiving said task by members of said audience; 



entering, by an individual audience member, a response to said 
task in an entering means; 



providing a central response evaluation facility having a 
memory for storing response criteria electronically received; 
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electronically prograiaming said memory by transmitting 
response criteria accoippanying [a] said at least one task to 
an evaluation facility 



communicat j ons 



providing a 
means and said responsb 



communicating, via $a 
evaluation f acil ity 
identification ; 

determining, at said 
respondent by compariijg 
accompanying response 



link between said response entering 
evaluation facility; 

id communications link, to said 
a respondent * s response and 



evaluation facility, a successful 
a respondent's entered response to 
Criteria; 



entering successful respondents in a sweepstakes; 



conducting the sweepstai^ces by randomly determining a winner; 
and 



informing a winning respondent. 



68. (Amended) A method 
the audiences of broadcast 



^r conducting a game for members of 
, comprising the steps of: 



stations 



broadcasting by a plurality of stations individual programs 
which differ in program content 



conveying to said statior 
to said stations' audiences ^ 
response criteria to determine 



selecting, by [an individual 
stations, at least one point 
program [ structure ] structure^ 



s at least one task to be broadcast 
a task comprising instructional 
an acceptable response; 



one ] respective ones of said 
in time fitting into said stations' 
for broadcasting a task; 



\ 
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Broadcasting to :he audience of each of said [station] 
stations a task at a selected time in the course of the program of 
said station; 

providing to individual audience members means for receiving 
a task, a response entering means, means for receiving 
instructional response! criteria, a memory for storing response 
criteria, and an evaluation means having means for determining an 
acceptable respor^e iby comparing an entered response to 
accompanying response qriteria; and 



associating an ent[ering means identifiably with an audience 
member . 

Claim 71, line 8, ch^U^ge "first central" to — transmitting — . 




Claim 71, line 22 delete "second". 
Claim 72, line 22, chah^ "a" to — the-. 



73. (Amended) A metho 
comprising: 



for broadcasting and rewarding tasks. 



providing facilities for the broadcast transmission of signals 
conveying a plurality of prpgrams to members of remote audiences; 



formatting program contents and program structures for 
broadcasting by the operators of said facilities, the formatting of 
said program providing for at least one interruption in the 
broadcasting of said programs, so as to create at least one break 
in the continuity of each program structure and at least one time 
interval between program portions; 



synchronizing said interruptions so that said time intervals 
between portions of all station programs occur at essentially the 



i) t 



2a 



same time; 

broadcasting said 
time intervals; 



piTograms interrupted by said synchronized 



receiving said programs by members of remote audiences; 



providing means for the transmission of signals conveying a 



task set to member^ of 



said remote audiences; 



formatting at least one task set for transmission to members 
of said remote audienqes wherein a task set comprises signals 

ling a guestion and accompanying response 
criteria defining at- l€[ast one acceptable response including an 
answer to a task; 



providing to individual members of said remote audiences [a] 
response [unit] units [comprising] each of which comprises means 
for entering a response ito a task and means for receiving and 
storing response criteria, the response unit further including 
means for identifying an acceptable response; 

broadcasting by said Isianal transmission means at least one 
task set to members of I said remote audiences, wherein the 
broadcasting of said task \ set occurs essentially during a time 
interval separating said program portions; 

entering, via [a] respective ones of said response [unit] 
units , a response to a task\ by individual ones of said audience 
members ; 

identifying an acceptal:i^e response by [ a ] each of said 
response [unit] units ; and 



notifying audience members who have entered an acceptable 
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response 




75. (Amended) A metjiod flor conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in whicfil a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance wijth response criteria, the method 
comprising: 

sequentially transmittinb, via a transmitter, a plurality of 
task sets, a task set comprising a first portion having a task and 
a second portion having response criteria accompanying the task for 
defining at least one acceptaple response; 



broadcasting disparately structured programs, via a plurality 
of broadcast stations, to the audiences of respective ones of said 
plurality of broadcast stations; 



receiving, at said broadcast stations, said first and said 
second portions of each of a plurality of tasks; 

selecting, at an individuat one of said plurality of broadcast 
stations, one of said plurality! of tasks for retransmission of the 
[task] first portion of a selec1[:ed task set to the audience of the 
broadcast station; 



transmitting, via an individual one of said broadcast 
stations, said first portion [of said task set] of the selected 
task set at a time fitting in|to a program structure of said 
individual broadcast station; 

^ receiving, by sa^id audience members, a program and said first 
portion of [ a ] said selected task set transmitted by said 
individual station, said audienc^ members being tuned to said 
broadcast stations; 



providing means for an entering, by individual audience 



members, of a response 
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to a task; 



providing means lor an evaluation of an audience member's 
response, Including means for receiving the second portion of the 
selected task set [havp.ng the response criteria of a transmitted 
task set] ; 

entering a response, via an audience member, to a task; and 



evaluating an 
entered response Is an 



ent ered 



response to determine whether said 
=icceptable response. 



76. (Amended) A 
stations broadcasting 
acceptable response, coirj 



method 



for conducting a game by a plurality of 
programs Including a task requiring an 
rising the steps of: 



concurrently broadcasting, via a plurality of broadcast 
stations, a plurality lof disparate programs to members of 
respective audiences of sa^ld broadcast stations during a determined 
time period; 

dividing individual ^nes of said programs into two or more 
program segments; 

chronologically separating a broadcasting of at least two of 
said segments so as to create^ a break in a continuity in respective 
ones of said programs; 

determining at least dne time gap between two of said 
discontinuous segments broadcast by respective ones of said 
plurality of stations, the occurrence of said gaps at respective 
ones of said stations being substantially synchronized; 



broadcasting, via said plurality of broadcast stations to the 
members of the respective audiences during one of said time gaps. 



• 

I' 
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a task set comprising electronic signals conveying a task and 
response criteria definir|g at least one acceptable response to said 
task; 

providing response vjnits to individual ones of the mexnbers of 



[unit] units comprising 
means for receiving and f 



said respective audiences [a response unit], each of said response 



]neans for entering a response to a task, 
r storing response criteria and means for 



evaluating a member's response to identify an acceptable response; 

entering a responsel by a member of each of said respective 
audiences, to a task via one of said response [unit] units ; 

evaluating^ at indavidual ones of said response units, 
responses entered by members of respective ones of said audiences; 

providing means for informing members of respective ones of 
said audiences who have entered acceptable responses; and 

informing members ofl individual ones of said audiences who 
have entered an acceptable! response. 

77. (Amended) A method! for conducting a game for members of an 
audience and for entering successful members of the audience in a 
sweepstakes, the method comprising: 

formulating a questio^ to be answered by members of a 
broadcast audience; 

formulating response crilteria to accompany a question and to 
define an acceptable answer to said question; 



providing [a] the quest icm to a broadcast station; 



selecting, at said station! a time slot fitting into a program 



A 
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structure of said station for broadcasting said question to said 
broadcast audience; 



broadcasting 
broadcast audience 



receiving 
audience ; 



said question, via said station, to said 
at a selected time; 



skid question by a member of said broadcast 



providing answer entering means to members of said broadcast 
audience, said entering means being associated with an identified 
member of said audience ; 



providing at la communications hub, means for obtaining an 
acceptable answer to a question by a member of said audience by 
comparing an entered answer to an accompanying response criteria; 

providing saiq response criteria accompanying an answer to 
said hub; 

entering an answer to a question by a member of said broadcast 
audience ; 

providing means \ for communicating a member's answer and 
identification to said hub; 

communicating a member's entered answer and identification to 
said hub; 

comparing an entereh answer to- accompanying response criteria 
so as to determine an acceptable answer by an identified successful 
member; 



storing the identifications of successful members of said 
broadcast audience; 



# 
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entering the Identifications of successful members of said 



broadcast audience 



in a sweepstakes; 



conducting the 



78. (Amended) 
broadcast audience 
evaluated in acco 
comprising: 



sweepstakes ; and 



informing winning members of a result of the sweepstakes. 



ii system for conducting a game for members of a 
in which a member's response to a task is 
dance with response criteria, the system 



transmitters of a plurality of broadcast stations for 
broadcasting a plurality of disparate programs; 

means for sequentially transmitting a plurality of tasks and 
accompanying response \ criteria defining an acceptable response; 

means at individual ones of said broadcast stations for 
receiving said tasks and said accompanying response criteria; 

means at said indimdual broadcast stations for selecting one 
of said tasks, and means for storing a selected task and its 
accompanying response criteria; 

means at said individual broadcast stations for retransmitting 
a stored task and response criteria at a convenient determined 
time; 

means at locations of \ said members of the broadcast audience 
for receiving a retransmil[tted task and retransmitted response 
criteria; 



means at locations of\ individual ones of said [members' 
locations] members for entering responses to a task; and 
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means at said members' locations for comparing a response of 



an individual one of said 
whether [the] a member's 



members to response criteria to determine 
response is an acceptable response. 



79. (Amended) A systbm for conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in wtich a member's response to a task is 



evaluated in 
comprising: 



accordance 



with response criteria, the system 



a transmitter for sequentially transmitting a plurality of 
task sets, [a task set] each of said task sets comprising a first 
portion providing a task and a second portion providing 
accompanying response cri"^eria defining at least one acceptable 
response ; 



a plurality of broadcast stations for receiving said first 
portion of a task set and for broadcasting disparately structured 
programs to members of the Audience, wherein an individual one of 
said plurality of broadcast Wtations includes means for selecting 
one of said plurality of tasM sets for retransmission of the first 
portion of said task set to audience members at a time fitting into 
a program structure of said broadcast station; 

means provided to said Audience members for receiving the 
program and the first portion\ of a task set transmitted by an 
individual one of said broadcast stations to which the audience 
members are tuned; 

means provided to the audien)pe members for entering a response 
to a task; 

means for receiving the secor\d portion of a transmitted task 
set for obtaining the response criteria; and 



means for evaluating an entered! response of an audience member 



iA accordance with 
entered response is 



2T 

Uhe response criteria to determine whether the 
an acceptable response. 



80. (Am^ded) 
broadcast audience 
evaluated in 
comprising: 



acco::dance 



a transmitter 
sets, [a task set] 
portion conveying 
least one acceptable 



system for conducting a game for members of a 
in which a member's response to a task is 
with response criteria , the system 



sequentially transmitting a plurality of task 
e ach of said task sets comprising a first task 



task and a second task portion defining at 
response and scoring instructions; 



a plurality of broadcast stations for broadcasting disparately 
structured programs to members of said broadcast audience, said 
broadcast stations repeiving the first and the second portions of 
said task sets; 



wherein individual ones of said broadcast stations include 
means for selecting ope of a plurality of said task sets for 
retransmission of the flirst task portion of a selected task set to 
members of said broadcalst audience; 

individual ones of \said broadcast stations retransmitting the 
first task portion of al selected task set at times fitting into 
program structures of respective ones of said broadcast stations; 

means provided to faiembers of the broadcast audience for 
receiving [the program] \ a program and the first task portion 
transmitted by an individual one of said broadcast stations to 
which said members are tuned; 



means for entering responses by individual audience members to 
a task; and 



2 1 



means for eva 
said broadcast 
of a transmitted 



iViating and for scoring responses of members of 
audience in accordance with said second task portion 
ta^k set. 



81. (Amended) 
broadcast audience 
evaluated in 
comprising: 



system for conducting a game for members of a 
in which a member's response to a task is 
with response criteria, the system 



accoi dance 



a transmitter Eor sequentially transmitting a plurality of 
task sets, [a task set] each of said task sets comprising a first 
portion providing a task and a second portion providing 
accompanying response criteria defining at least one acceptable 
response ; 

a plurality of btoadcast stations for receiving said task sets 
and for broadcasting Idisparately structured programs to members of 
the audience, wherein an individual one of said plurality of 
broadcast stations includes means for selecting one of said 
plurality of task sets for retransmission of the first portion of 
a selected task set tp members of the audience at a time fitting 
into a program structure of said one broadcast station; 



means provided to audience members for receiving [the program] 
a program and the flirst portion of the selected task set 
transmitted by one of jpaid broadcast stations to which audience 
members are tuned; 

means provided to \individual audience members for entering 
responses to a task; 



means at a central location for receiving and for storing the 
second portion of a transmitted task set to obtain response 
criteria; and 



# 
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means at said central location for evaluating an entered 
response of an au iience member to determine whether the entered 
response is an acceptable response. 

82. (Amended) I A system for conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience! in which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 

a transmitter for sequentially transmitting a plurality of 
task sets, [a task pet] each of said task sets comprising a first 
portion providing 1 a task and a second portion providing 
accompanying response criteria defining at least one acceptable 
response ; I 

a plurality of broadcast stations for receiving said tasks and 
for broadcasting disparately structured programs to members of the 
audience wherein an individual one of said plurality of broadcast 
stations includes means for selecting one of said plurality of task 
sets for retransmission of the first portion of a selected task set 
to audience members at a time fitting into a program structure of 
said one broadcast station; 

means provided to laudience members for receiving [the program] 
a program and the flirst portion of the selected task set 
transmitted by one of I the broadcast stations to which audience 
members are tuned; I 

means provided to andividual audience members for entering 
responses to a task; I 

means for transmitting responses of audience members to a 
central location ; \ 

means at said central! location for receiving and for storing 
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the second portion of a transmitted task set to obtain response 
criteria; and 

means at sjiid central location for evaluating, including a 
scoring of, an entered response of an audience meinber to determine 
whether an entpred response is an acceptable response for 
determination of ^ an award to an audience member. 



In Claim 83 at Line 23, change "the program" to — a program — . 



In Claim 84 at Line 23 delete "the". 



85. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of transmitters for transmitting disparate 
programs of a plurality of broadcast stations; 





a further transmitter for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of tasks and accompanying response criteria defining 
acceptable responses; 

means at individual ones of said broadcast stations for 
receiving said plurality of tasks; 



4^ 



at [said], individual ones of said stations, means for 
selecting and means for storing a received task; 



means at [said] individual ones of stations for retransmitting 
a stored task at a convenient determined time; 



means at locations of said audience mexnbers for receiving a 
retransmitted task; 
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means at said members • locations for entering responses to p/" 



task; and 



A. 



means operatively connedted to said entering means for 
receiving said response criteria and for determining whetheiJ'^^^a^ 
member's response is an acceptable response. ^ 



a plurality of 
programs of a plurality of 



86. (Amended) A system lor conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 



trans nitters 



for transmitting disparate 
biroadcast stations; 



a further transmitter for seguentially transmitting a 
plurality of tasks and accompanying response criteria defining 
acceptable responses; 



means at individual 
receiving said plurality of 



ortes of said broadcast stations for 
t asks; 



means at [said] individual [broadcast] ones of said stations 
for selecting and storing a deceived task; 



means at [said] individual broadcast ones of said stations for 
retransmitting a stored task at a convenient determined time; 

means at locations of sai|^ audience members for receiving a 
transmitted task; 



means at said members' locations for entering a response to a 



task; 



means at a central location for receiving said response 
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criteria; 



mean for transmitting a member's entered response t^o said 



central location; and 



means at said central location for comparing a member's 



entered responses to ac 



:ompanying response criteria to determine 



whether a member's entered response is an acceptable response. 

87. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in wiich a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 

transmitting faciliiies for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of recorded task sets, [a task set] each of said task 
sets comprising a first plortion providing a task, and a second 
portion providing accompanying response criteria defining at least 
one acceptable response; 

means at each of said trl^nsmitting facilities for playing back 
said recorded task sets; 

a plurality of broadcast stations for receiving portions of 
said tasks and for broadcastinW disparately structured programs to 
members of said audience, wherein an individual one of said 
plurality of broadcast stations! includes means for selecting one of 
said plurality of tasks for retransmission of the first portion of 
one of said task sets to members\of said audience at a time fitting 
into a program structure of saioi individual broadcast station; 



means provided to members of said audience for receiving [the] 
a program and the first portion of \each task set transmitted by one 
of said plurality of broadcast stations, individual members of the 
audience being tuned to individual Ofxes of said broadcast stations; 



means operable by 
response to a task; 
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individual audience members for entering a 



means for receiving the second portion of a transmitted task 
set for use of the response criteria of said second portion for 
evaluating a member's response; and 



means for evaluating entered responses of members of the 
audience to determine vh<ither a response is an acceptable response. 



88. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of a 
broadcast audience in wnich a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance\ with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 



a transmitter for sequejitially transmitting recorded tasks of 
a plurality of task sets, Va task set] each of said task sets 
comprising a task and accompanying response criteria defining at 
least one acceptable responselj 

a taped record of tasks; 

a playback facility operatiVely coupled with said transmitter 
for playing back said taped record of tasks ; 



a plurality of broadcast stations for receiving said tasks and 
for broadcasting disparately structured programs to members of said 
audience, wherein an individual one\of said plurality of broadcast 
stations includes means for selecting one of said plurality of 
tasks for retransmission of a task tto audience members at a time 
fitting into a program structure of \ said individual one of the 
broadcast stations; 



means provided to audience members for receiving [the] a 
program and the task transmitted by an individual one of said 
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broadcast stations t6 which the audience members are tuned; 

means provided |to members of the audience for entering 
responses to a task; 



a taped record o^ response criteria pertaining to one or more 
of said tasks; 



a playback facility for playing back, said taped record of 
response criteria; 




means for receiving; said response criteria from said playback 
facility; and 

means for evaluating Responses entered by audience members in 
accordance with said response criteria to determine whether 
individual ones of entered yesponses are acceptable responses. 




90, (Twice Amended) A systeli for conducting a sweepstakes for 
members of the audiences of broadcast stations, comprising: 




^ a plurality of broadcast: 

\^ individual programs; 



broadca sting 



means for conveying to said 
[task] of a task set for 
one of said stations to its audi 
into a program structure of said 



means at the locations of 
broadcast station for receiving 

means at the locations of 



stations broadcasting their 



broadcast stations at least one 
by an individual [station] 
ence at a point in time fitting 
individual broadcast station; 



individual 



audience members of said 
task of the task set; 

ifcembers of the audience of said 



individual broadcast station for entering a response to a task; 
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a central respofi 



se evaluation facility having a memory for 
storing response criteria electronically received, said response 
criteria defining an e cceptable response to an accompanying task; 

a communications CLink between said response entering means and 
said response evaluation facility for communicating a respondent's 
response and identification to said evaluation facility; 



means at said evaluation facility for determining a successful 
respondent by compacting a respondent's entered response to 
accompanying response criteria; 

means for entering the identification of successful 
respondents in a sweepstakes; 



means for conduct:^ng a sweepstakes by randomly determining a 
winner; and 



means for informing a winning respondent of a result of the 
sweepstakes . 



"at" insist ~ 



Claim 91, line 14, after "at" insl6rt — each of — , 
Claim 93, line 3, cha^ige "central" to — storage — , 



Claim 95, line 6, delfete "the step of". 




i1 



comprising 



96. (Amended) A method 
60 and 61 further 
responses with higher scores 
sweepstakes or prize event , 
unit includes [or are 
evaluating, scoring and 
members . 



Recording to any one of Claims 58, 59, 
a step of rewarding acceptable 
with two or more entries into [the] a 
wherein said [entry means] response 
ratively connected to] comparing, 
printling means at the locations of audience 
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Claim 98, lines 2-3, delete "in said". / 

Claim 98, line 3, after "criteria" insert — with — . 

Claim 99, line 2, chl^^ge "notifying" to — informing — . 



\ . • . . 

105. (Amended) A method according to Claim 101 wherein said 

hard copy record is numbered or coded by [the] individual ones of 

said response [unit] un its in accordance with instructional 

signals, [a] each of said ::esponse [unit] units includes means for 

scoring an acceptable response in accordance with response 

criteria, programs of saidl plurality of broadcast stations differ 

with programs of different ones of said stations providing 

different television programs, and said method includes a further 

step of scoring an acceptable response . 



:" infe^rt — c 



Claim 106, line 4, after "task" insert — or a question — . 

Claim 113, line 4, after "least" in<^ert — one — . 

114. (Amended) A method according to any one of Claim^ 55, 60 
and 61 wherein there is a time required for transmitting ^artask set 
[IS] to be between 15 and 120 seconds, the method includes a 
j 9^ further step of announcing winners of svje^stakes prizes onj^e air 
Qy prior to an end of a program presenting^^ask and, where in^^.ar%ask 
set is part of a sponsored quiz a task question in the 

sponsored quiz relates to a commercial, a product, or an 
institutional advertisement of a quiz sponsor. 



Claim 115, line 4, after "signals" inlsert — . — , and delete the 
period (.) from the following line. 

Claim 117, line 2, chait^e^" first central" to — transmitting — . 
Claim 118, line 4, after "day" d^^^ete — . — . 
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Claim 120, line 1 , after "signals" insert — . — . 




Claim 132, line 6, chdnge "task" to — quiz — . 
Claim 140, line 10, chi^nge "." to — ; — . 
Claim 142, line 6, after "portions" insert — ; — . 



Q V* Claim 142, line 9, change "." to — ; — . 



Claim 150, line 3, change "evaluation" to — evaluating — , 



Claim 152, line 16, delete "received". 



Claim 152, line 25^ change "location" to — locations — . 



Claim 153, line 24, change "the" to — a — . 



Claim 154, line 25, change "its" to — an — . 




Claim 154, line 25, after "audience" insert — of said network 
station — . 



156. (Amended) A system \f or conducting^' a qualifying event and 
a final prize event for members of a broadcast audience, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of transmitters for transmitting chronologically 
disparate program segments ofl a plurality of broadcast stations; 

means for sequentially transmitting for use in a qualifying 
event, a plurality of tasks and predetermined accompanying response 
criteria defining acceptable responses; 




means at individual ones of said broadcast stations for 




receiving said plurality 



of tasks and response criteria; 



means at said indivlidual stations for selecting a received 
task and response criteriaj 



means at said 
selected task and 
time, said response 
responding to a task; 



individual stations for retransmitting a 
resporise criteria at a convenient determined 
criteria being timed so as to be useless in 



means at each of s^ 
retransmitted task; 



means at each s 




entering a response to a 
identified member; 



means operatively 
receiving said response 



id members • locations for receiving a 



aid members' [location] locations for 
task, said means being associated with an 



cjDnnected to said entering means for 
riteria and for identifying qualifying 
members by determining whether an identified member's response is 
an acceptable response by comparing a member's entered response to 
accompanying response criteria; 



means for collecting [the] identifications of qualifying 
members in a central storage facility; and 

means for entering qualified members in a prize event. 



Claim 160, line 23, change "the" to — a — . 



161. (Amended) A metho^ for attracting large audiences to 



broadcast stations comprisinc 



forming a broadcast 
television and/or radio stat 



the steps of: 



ijetwork comprising a plurality of 
ions, at least some of said network 
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stations broadcasting programs having different chronologic program 
structures ; 

consecutively providii^g to network stations a plurality of 
tasks, each task having at least two acceptable responses at 
different difficulty levels 

selecting and broadcastling, by [individual ones] each of said 
plurality of network stations, a task at a time fitting into [said 
individual] each station's program structure, the times of 
broadcasting Jtasks by said network stations varying with respect to 
at least some of said stations; 

responding, by membe^p o-f the audiendei of network stations, 
to a task broadcast by [the] a station to which they are tuned at 
a difficulty level selected by individual members; 

evaluating [said] members • responses to determine successful 
members having responded in an acceptable manner; 

scoring acceptable respopses in accordance with its difficulty 
level ; 

using caller identif ic4tion means to identify successful 
members ; and 

awarding successful memb4rs one or more entries in a common 
sweepstakes in accordance with! a score of the response. 



162. (Amended) A method If or attracting large audiences to 
broadcast stations comprising the steps of: 



forming a plurality of regional broadcast networks, each 
regional network comprising a plurality of television and/or 
radio stations, at least \ some of said network stations 
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broadcasting disparat 



e programs; 



providing to individual ones of said network stations a 



plurality of tasks, 
acceptable response 



[ such ] each of said tasks having an 
^s defined by response criteria; 



by means of an indi\ 
stations , selecting 
criteria at a time 
program; 



responding by member 
stations to [a] 



respe::t 



of_said^_X.the ] station 



idual one of said plurality of network 
and broadcasting a task and response 
fitting into an individual station's 



3 of the audiences of regional network 
ive tasks broadcast by respective ones 



tcr which [they] the members are tuned; 



evaluating responses! of said members [» responses] in 
accordance with response criteria to determine successful 
members of regional ne-qwork audiences having responded in an 
acceptable manner; 

identifying successful! members; 

entering all successful members of a regional network audience 
in a preliminary prize event, whereby every audience member of 
every regional network station has an opportunity of being 
entered in a [in a] preliminary prize event, thereby 
attracting large audiences to regional network stations; 

determining at least one preliminary prize event winner; and 



entering the winners of saip plurality of preliminary prize 
events in a final common pri)ze event, 



164. (Amended) A 
stations comprising thfe 



xjiethod for attracting audiences to broadcast 
steps of: 



\ 



transmitting from one or more locations a plurality of task 
sets at relatively short intervals and accompanying response 
criteria , a task set including at least one question, the 
accompanying response criteria defining an acceptable answer and a 
time period allowed to c.nswer a question; 



forming a network of a plurality of TV and/or radio stations, 
said stations concurrently broadcasting their individually 
scheduled programs, sajid programs being at least partially 
disparate; 



said stations receiying task sets; 

individual ones of iaid stations rebroadcasting one or more 
task sets at a time or times convenient to the station, at least 
some of said rebroadcastings occurring at different times, wherein 
said response criteria a^fe rebroadcast following a time period 
allowed for answering; 

providing to identified members of the audiences of said 
stations means for enter ina an answer to a task; 

providing means operatAvely connected to said entering means 
for receiving said response criteria and for comparing an entered 
answer with accompanying response criteria, so as to determine 
whether an identified audienpe member has entered an acceptable 
answer ; and 

entering in a prize eventi an identified audience member who 
has entered an acceptable answer [in a prize event]. 



Claim 166, line 21, before "said" insert — , — . 



Claim 166, line 34, change "an" to — said — . 



i 
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167. (Amended) A systjbm for conducting a game for members of 
a broadcast audience in v^hich a member's response to a task is 

with response criteria, the system 



evaluated in 
comprising : 



accordance 



transmitting 



means for 
comprising a first task 
criteria portion defining 



recorded task sets, a task set 
po)rtion and a second accompanying response 
at least one acceptable response; 



a plurality of stations broadcasting disparately structured 
programs to their respective audiences, wherein an individual one 
of said plurality of stations selects a time during [its] said 
station's program for tran£;mitting the first task portion of a task 
set to [its] said station's audience, said time having been 



selected so as to fit into 



[its] said station's program structure; 



means at the locations of audience members for receiving the 
program and first task porjbion transmitted by [the] a station to 
which they are tuned; 

means for entering a response to a task by individual audience 
members ; 

means at a central lodation for receiving and storing the 
second response criteria portion of a transmitted task set; and 

means at said central location for receiving and evaluating an 
entered response in accordance with response criteria to determine 
whether it is an acceptable response. 



168. (Amended) A system tfor conducting a preliminary and a 
final prize event for members of the audiences of broadcast 
stations , comprising [ ; ] j. 



a plurality of stations broadcasting their individual 
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programs, which programs may be disparate; 



means for storing at 
set of ^i^ preliminary 



means for broadcast i]ig 
stations to its audience 
station's] a program 



said stations at least one recorded task 
event ; 



a task by an individual one of said 
at a point in time fitting into [said 
structure of said one station; 



means at a central loc at 
defining an acceptab]e 



:ion for transmitting response criteria 
response to [a] said task; 



means at the locations of individual audience members of said 
station for receiving^ [a] one of said p rograms and [a] said 
task; 



means at said audience \ members ' locations for telephonically 
entering a response t^o \a task [at] via a telephone facility; 

means for caller identification to identify respondents who 
enter responses to said rbask ; 



a central response evaluation facility operatively connected 
to said telephone facility having means for receiving said 
response criteria, a programmable memory for storing response 
criteria, and means for determining a successful respondent in 
said preliminary event by \ comparing a respondent's entered 
response to accompanying response criteria; 

a facility for conducting a Ifinal prize event for successful 
ones of said respondents; an^ 



means for conveying identifications of said successful 
respondents to said final priie event facility. 
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169. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of 
a broadcast audience in which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria^ the system 
comprising [ ; ] j. 

a transmitting facilaty for sequentially transmitting a 
plurality of recorded task Wets, [a] each of said task [set] sets 
comprising a task [portion] and an accompanying predetermined 
response, said facility including a playback device for playing 
back said recorded task setsl; 

a plurality of stations having means for receiving portions of 
[said] tasks of said task dets and for broadcasting disparate 
structured programs to [ their jl the stations I respective audiences, 
wherein an individual one of said plurality of stations selects one 
of said plurality of task seks for retransmission of the task 
[portion] of said task set to its audience at a time fitting into 
its program structure; and wherein aud;Lence members receive the 
program and task portion transmitted by the station to which they 
are tuned; 1 

means for entering a response to a task by individual audience 
members ; and \ 

a central evaluation facililty, including means for receiving 
an entered response and for receiving the response criteria portion 
of a transmitted task set, and fiurther including a communicating 
link with said entering means, ana means for evaluating an entered 
response in accordance with response criteria to determine whether 
said entered response is an acceptable response[;]^ 

170. (Twice Amended) A method If or conducting a game comprising 
the steps of; \ 

transmitting a scheduled prodram by each of a plurality of 
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stations^ at least sone program structures of said [stations' 
program structures] stations being disparate; 



recording tasks of 



a plurality of task sets, [a] each of said 



task [set] sets inducing a task, such as a question, and an 
accompanying response criteria including an acceptable answer; 

recording a plurality of response criteria accompanying said 
tasks ; 

playing back and transmitting [said] recorded ones of said 
tasks from a central lodation; 

playing back and trlansmitting said response criteria from a 
centra 1 1 oca t ion ; 1 

selecting a received task, by an individual one of said 
plurality of stations, for retransmission to its audience at a 
convenient time; \ 

by means of said individual station, retransmitting a selected 
task during its program; \ 

receiving a retransmitted task, by audience members of said 
individual station; \ 

providing a central facility having means for communicating 
with individual ones of said audience members, means for receiving 
said response criteria, means\ for receiving a response to a task 
from individual ones of the members of said audiences, means for 
identifying an acceptable response b;y comparison of a member's 
response with accompanying response criteria, and means for 
identifying an audience member having entered an acceptable 
response; \ 



entering a response to 
an entering means, said 
by said coiniaunicating means 
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a task by an audience member by use of 
ent^rin^ means being operatively connected 
to said central facility; 



communicating a membe^ ■ s entered response to said central 
facility; 



by means of said cfentr4l 
entered response; and 



facility , identifying an acceptable 



by means of said centrkl facility, informing a member having 
entered an acceptable respopse. 

171 i (Amended) A metho^ for conducting a game comprising the 
steps of: 

by means of each of 1 a plurality 6f broadcast stations, 
broadcasting a program, at least some of said stations' 
programs being disparatle; 



recording a plurality of tasks; 

playing back and transpiitting said tasks from a central 
facility; 

by means of said broadcast stations, receiving said tasks; 



by means of individual ones of said plurality of broadcast 
stations, selecting [a] tasks for retransmission to [their] 
audiences of respective oiT[es of said broadcast stations at a 
convenient time; 



by means of individual stations, retransmitting selected tasks 
during programs of the stations, times of retransmission of 
tasks varying between at least some of said stations; 
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receiving retransnitt^d tasks at different times by audience 
members of said individual stations; 

recording a plurality of response criteria, a response 



criteria accompan 



'ing a task and defining' an acceptable 



response to said task; 

playing back and transmitting respjonse criteria from a central 
facility, said V-esponse criteria transmission being 
synchronized with an accompanying task transmission; 




providing a common! evaluation facility having means for 
receiving response priteria, means for communicating with 
locations of caller+identif ied audience members, means for 
receiving a response! from individual ones of said members, 
means for identifying an acceptable response by 
caller-identified aupience member, said response meeting 
response criteria; 

entering a response to\ a task by an audience member by use of 
an entering means, said entef^ing means being operatively 
connected through said (Communications means to said evaluation 
facility; 



by means of said evaluation facility, receiving an audience 
member's entered response 

by means of said evaluatiW facility, evaluating an entered 
response in accordance witiji said response criteria; and 



by means of said evaluJjting facility, identifying an 
acceptable response . 




173 . (Amended) A 
an audience and for 



entering 



\ 



sy^^tem for conducting a game for members of 
successful members in a prize event[;] 
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, comprising; 

means at a central 
the air, including satell 
audience, said task calli 
response evaluation 



location for transmitting by cable or over 
te transmissions, a task to members of an 
l|ng for an acceptable response defined by 



instructions! 



means for entering a 
a task; 



at a central location 
including a memory programjmabl 
to determine an acceptabl 



response of a member of said audience to 



, a facility having evaluation means 
e b^vresponse evaluation instructions 



s response by a successful mepaber; 



means at a central ideation for transmitting by c^ble or over 
the air, including satellite transmission; response evaluation 
instructions to said evaluation facility; 

means for communicating a member's entered response to said 
evaluation facility; 

means for identifying! a member through said member's use of 
said [responding] response {entering means; 

means for storing ider^if ications of successful members in a 
central storage facility; 

means for entering ideiltif ications of successful members from 
said storage facility in a prize event; 



means for conducting [in] a prize event to determine at least 
one winner; and means for imforming winners of said prize event. 



174. (Amended) A method for conducting a game comprising the 
steps of: 
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by means of ea6h off a plurality of broadcast stations, 
broadcasting a scheduled program, at least some programs of said 
[station programs] station s being disparate; 



recording and storiipg 
location; 



a plurality of tasks at a central 



by means of an individual one of said plurality of broadcast 
stations, requesting a tas^c for retransmission to its audience at 
a convenient time; 



transmitting a task to\ said individual station; 

receiving said task by said individual station; 

by means of said station, retransmitting said task during 
[its] said program of said individual station ; 

receiving a retransmitted! task by audience members of said 
individual station; 

recording and storing a pliurality of response criteria at a 
central location, a response ariteria accompanying a task and 
defining an acceptable response to said task; 

transmitting a response criteria accompanying a requested task 
from a central location; 



providing a central evaluation facility having means for 
receiving response criteria accomnanying a requested task, means 
for receiving a response from individual ones of the members of 
said audiences, means for evaluating a member's response by 
comparison to the accompanying rtesponse criteria, means for 
identifying an acceptable response by an audience member; and 

means for identifying an audience member having entered an 
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acceptable resporise; 

entering a response to a task by an audience member by use of 
an entering means \being identif iably associated with said member, 
said entering mean^ being operatively connected to said evaluation 
facility; 

by means of s^id evaluation facility, receiving an audience 
member's entered response; 

by means of saia evaluation facility, evaluating an entered 
response in accordanae with said response criteria; 

identifying an acceptable entered response; and 

identifying a member having entered an acceptable response. 

175. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of 
a broadcast audience in which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordance with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 

a plurality of transmitters for transmitting disparate 
programs of a plurality of broadcast stations; 

means for sequentially transmitting a plurality of tasks and 
accompanying response criteria defining acceptable responses; 

means at individual ones of said broadcast stations for 
receiving said plurality of tasks; 

means at said individual stations for select ing^^ task; 

means at said individual stations for transmitting a selected 
task at a time convenient to each of said [station] stations ; 
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means at [said member's locations] locations of said members 
for receiving a transmitted task; 

means at said members' locations for entering a response to ^ 

task; 



means at a central location for receiving response criteria 
accompanying [said] a selected task at essentially the time of 
transmission of said selected task; 

means for communicating a [member's entered] response entered 
by a member to said central location; and 



means at said o^r^ral location for comparing [a] the member's 
entered response to^ accompanying response criteria to determine 
whether [a] the member's entered response is an acceptable 
response. 



176. (Amended) A me 
members of an audience 
prize event, the method 



hod for conducting a preliminary game for 
and for entering successful members in a 
comprising: 



formulating a quest 
members of a broadcast 



formulating respons 
and defining an acceptab 



:.on of a preliminary game to be answered by 
aadience; 



e criteria accompanying [a] the question 
Le answer to said question; 



question] said question 



mechanically, optic:ally, or electronically providing [a 



o a broadcast station; 



by means of said staltion, selecting a time slot fitting into 
[the station's] a program structure of the station for broadcasting 
said question to the station's audience; 



0^ 
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by means of said stakion, broadcasting said question to its 
audience at the selected jcime; 



receiving said guest 



ion by a member of said audience; 



providing answer ent:ering means to members of said audience, 
said entering means beintf associated with an identified member; 



commur ications 



providing a 
acceptable answer to a 
comparing an entered 



mechanically, optic 
criteria accompanying an 



hub means for determining an 
({uestion by a member of said audience by 
to accompanying response criteria; 



answer 



ally or electronically providing response 
answer to said hub; 



entering an answer to a question by a meinber of said 
audience ; 



providing means for communicating a member's answer and 
identification to said hub; 

communicating a membepr's entered answer and identification to 
said hub; 

comparing at said hilb an entered answer to accompanying 
response criteria to determine an acceptable answer by an 
identified successful member; 

storing the identifications of successful members at a central 
storage facility; 

entering the identifications of successful members in a prize 
event ; 



conducting a prize event to determine a winner; and 



53 



informing a winner. 



177. (Amended) 
a broadcast audience! 
evaluated in 
comprising: 



A system for conducting a game for members of 
in which a member's response to a task is 
with response criteria, the system 



acGor iance 



task sets, a task se1: 



a transmitter for transmitting one of a plurality of recorded 



accompanying respons;e criteria portion defining at least one 



acceptable response, 



comprising a first task portion and a second 



said transmitter including a playback device 



for playing back a r<iCorded task set at a specified time; 

a plurality of stations having means for receiving portions of 
a task set and for broadcasting disparately structured programs to 
their respective audaences, wherein an individual one of said 
plurality of stations predetermines ar specified time for 
retransmitting the first task portion of a task set to [its] the 
audience of said individual station , said specified time fitting 
into [its] the program structure of said individual station , 
wherein audience members receive [the] a program and the first task 
portion transmitted by ^he station to which they are tuned at said 
specified time; 



means for entering a\ response to a task by individual audience 
members ; 

means at a central lobation for receiving the second response 
criteria portion of a tra\ismitted task set at essentially said 
specified time; 

means for coinmunicating\ a response from said entering means to 
said central receiving meansl* and 



means at said central location for evaluating an entered 
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response by comparing d.t tp response criteria to determine whether 
it is an acceptable reispons^. 

178. (Amended) A system for conducting a game for members of 
a broadcast audience iln which a member's response to a task is 
evaluated in accordarce with response criteria, the system 
comprising: 

means for sequentially transmitting a plurality of task sets, 
a task set comprising a task portion and an accompanying response 
criteria portion definiifig at least one acceptable response; 



a plurality of stations having means for receiving portions of 
said task sets and for broadcasting disparately structured programs 
to [their] the statidns' respective audiences, wherein an 
individual one of said plurality of stations selects one of said 
plurality of task sets for retransmission of the task portion of 
said task set to the audience at a time fitting into [its] the 
station's program structure, [the] times of retransmissions varying 
between the stations, wherein audience members receive the program 
and task portion retransmi'^ted by [the] a station to which they are 
tuned ; 

means for entering a rd^sponse to a task by individual audience 
members ; 

means at a central location for receiving the response 
criteria portion of a transmitted task set, said response criteria 
portion being synchronized wi\th transmission of the task portion 
[transmission] ; 

means for communicating a i^esponse from said entering means to 
said receiving means at said central location; and 



means at said central location for determining whether an 
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entered response is an acceptable response by comparing an entered 



response to an acceptable response. 



1 



Claim 179, line 20, after "entering" insert — a — . 



180. (Twice Amended) A method for transmitting tasks and 



rewarding acceptable responses 



providing a plurality of 
of different programs to member 
the stations; 



stations for transmitting a plurality 
of [their] respective audiences of 



cont ents 



formatting program 
operators of said stations for |t 
of the stations, the formatting 
least one interruption in the 
to create at least one break 
structures and at least one timie 
of all of said stations; 



to said tasks, comprising: 



and program structures by 
ransmission by [the] respective one 
of said programs providing for at 
tjransmission of said programs, so as 
in the continuity of the program 
interval between program portions 



synchronizing said at least one interruption so that time 
intervals between portions of alll transmitted programs of stations 
occur at essentially the same time; 



interrupting stations transmitting said programs by said time 
intervals of synchronization; 

receiving said programs by members of audiences; 

formatting at least one task Iset for transmission to members 
of said audiences, a task set comprising a task, such as a 
question, and accompanying response criteria defining at least one 
acceptable response, such as an answer to a task; 



providing to individual members of said audiences a response 



J) 
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unit, said response unit com^jrising means for entering a response 
to a task, means for leceiving response criteria, and means for 
identifying an acceptabjle response by comparing an entered response 
to response criteria; 

transmitting at least one te^sk set to meiabers of said 
audiences, wherein the trai^smission of said task set occurs 
essentially during a time interval separating said stations" 
program portions; 

entering a respoiise to a task in a response unit by 
individual ones of said audience meinbers; 

identifying an acceptable response; and 

notifying audience m^mbei^s who have entered an acceptable 
response . 



182. (Amended) A itbthod for generating large broadcast 



audiences comprising the s 



teps of: 



providing a first 
comprising a network of 
members of respective remo 
their individual scheduled 
equipped to receive and 
[their] the stations' 



resriect 




providing a second el 
transmitting a qualifying 
qualifying quiz comprising 
defining at least one 



(Electronic signal transmitting system 
stations broadcasting program signals to 
e audiences, said stations broadcasting 
programs, said [station] stations being 
retransmit quiz signals to members of 
ive audiences; 



sctronic signal transmitting system for 
quiz to [said] network stations, a 
at least one task and response criteria 
response ; 



accet table 



formulating at least \ one qualifying quiz at a central 
location; 
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transmitting said quiz to said network stations; 



receiving said q\iiz by said network stations; 



retransmitting s^ 
of their respective 
by individual ones of 
can vary from station 



id quiz by said network stations to members 
r4inote audiences at a point in time determined 
said network stations, which points in time 
to station; 



providing to individual meinbers of said remote [audience] 
audiences response unirs, each response unit being associated witb^ 
an identified meiaber, the response unit being capable of receiving 
and storing response criteria signals, receiving a response to a 
quiz entered by an identified member of said audience audiences , 
and evaluating an entered response in accordance with said response 
criteria to identify winViing members of said qualifying quiz; 



entering a response\ to said quiz by a member of the audience 
of [a station] one of said stations ? 

evaluating said memner's response by use of a member's 
response unit and identifying a winner of said qualifying quiz; 

providing means at a \ central location for receiving and 
storing identifications of skid winners; 

conveying winner's identifications to said storage means; 

providing a prize event facility at a central location; and 



entering identified winneijs of said qualifying quiz in said 
prize event. 



183. (Amended) A method for generating large broadcast 
audiences comprising the steps df: 
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combining a plurality of broadcast stations, 
television and radio stac:ions into a broadcast network; 



such 



as 



providing a centr4l 
signals, including task 



facility for transmitting electronic 
sets to said broadcast stations; 



providing at said 
electronic signals 
^ stations broadcasting 
partially disparate 
audiences ; 



st:ations mean^to receive and to rebroadcast 
received from said central facility, said 



^heir regularly scheduled and at '^-^east 
priograms to members of their broadcast 



receiving said programs by audience members; 

formulating a plurality of task sets, a task set comprising a 
task, at least one acceptable response, and a time period allowed 
for responding; 



providing to individual members of said audience a response 
unit, a response unit comprising means for entering a response to 
a task, means for receiving an acceptable response, means for 
determining acceptable responses by individual audience members, 
and means for identifying) members who have entered an ' acceptable 
response ; 

sequentially transmitting by [at least one of] said central 
[facilities] facility signals conveying a plurality of task sets to 
said broadcast stations; 

receiving task sets by Ibroadcast stations; 



interrupting the programs of individual ones of the broadcast 
stations at a convenient time, so as to create a time gap between 
program segments; 



r 





broadcasting di 
station , by means ot 



xLi] 
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ing said [station's] time gap of an individual 
an individual broadcast station, a task and 
time allowed for refeponding and, following said allowed time, an 
acceptable response; 



receiving the 
member ; 



station's rebroadcast task [set] by an audience 



entering respoijises to a task by audience meiabers in their 
response units; 

determining and ©coring an acceptable response by a successful 
audience member by means of a response unit; 

identifying a successful audience member; and 



informing successful audience members. 



Claim 184, line 11, change "a" to — the — . 



Claim 184, line 28, change "an" to — said — . 




185. (Amended) A method for conducting a game by a plurality 
of stations broadcasting programs including a task requiring a 
predetermined acceptable! response, method comprising the steps 
of: 

by means of the [stations, concurrently broadcasting a 
plurality of disparate programs to m.embers of the respective 
audiences of the stations; 

dividing individual 1 ones of said programs into two or more 
program segments by the stations; 




chronologically separating the broadcasting of at least two of 




60 



said program segments 
said programs; 



program segments bro 



so as to create a break in the continuity in 



determining at .east one time gap between two discontinuous 



r 



dcast by said plul^ality of stations, [the 



occurrence] occurrences of said gap' between programs being 



substantially synchro lized; 



a station broadcasting to its audience members during one of 
said time gaps a tasl: set comprising a task and an accompanying 
coded acceptable response to said task; 




providing to indavidual ones of said audience members [a 
response unit] response units associated with [an identified 
member] respective identified members . each response unit 
comprising means for CTitering a response to a task, means for 
receiving, decoding, ana storing an acceptable response, and means 
for evaluating a member's response to identify a successful 
identified member havingl eintered an acceptable response; 

entering d response \ to a task by members in their response 
units ; 



by means of said respcnse units, evaluating responses entered 
by members to identify sucqessful members; 

providing means fot informing successful members; and 

informing successful members. 



Claim 186, line 19, after "network" insert — station — 



187. (Twice Amende^) 
members of a broadcast 



A system for conducting a game for 
aijidience in which a member's response to a 
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task is evaluated in a<:cordance with response criteria^ the system 
comprising : 

a recording of a pl^^^ality of task sets, a task set comprising 
a task and accompany iiig response criteria defining at least one 
acc^table response; 

means for sequentially transmitting recorded tasks of said 
plurality of task sets; 

a playback facility operatively coupled with said transmitting 
means for playing back Isaid task recording; 

a plurality of stations broadcasting disparately structured 
programs to their respective audiences, wherein an individual one 
of said plurality of stations receives and seiepts one o^ said 
plurality of tasks for ^retransmission of the task to [its] the 
audience of said individual station at a time fitting into its 
program structures, wherean audience members receive a program and 
task transmitted by a station to which they are tuned; 

means for entering a response to a task by individual audience 
members; 1 

a recording of response criteria accompanying said tasks; 

means for transmitting rresponse criteria, including a playback 
facility for playing back said response criteria recording; 

evaluating means, and means for receiving said played back 
response criteria, [and means for evaluating an entered response,] 
said receiving means being Aoupled to said evaluating means for 
evaluating an entered response in accordance with said response 
criteria to determine whether it is an acceptable response; and 



r 
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means for iilfonning^ audience members who have entered an 
acceptable response. 



Claim 188, line 18, change "retransmitted" to — transmitted — . 



189. (Amended) A methcjS 
a subsequent prize event 
comprising the steps of: 



^for conducting a qualifying event and 
for members of broadcast audiences, 



by means of transmitters of a plurality of stations, 
broadcasting a plurality of disparately structured programs to 
[their] respective audiences of said stations ; 



by means of central transmitting means, sequentially 
transmitting a plurality df tasks in a qualifying event and, 
following each task, chronologically spaced response criteria 
defining an acceptable response to each of said tasks; 




receiving said tasks at 

at an individual one of 
transmitting a task so as 
structure; 



said broadcast stations; 

said stations, selecting a time for 
to fit into the station's program 



transmitting by said individual station its program including 
said task to members of its broadcast audience; 

receiving said station program and task by the audience 
members ; 

responding to a task by the members; 

evaluating a member's reisponse by means associated with an 
identified member^ and operative in accordance with response 
criteria following a task, to determine identified winners of the 



\ 
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qualifying event; ^nd 



entering winm^rs of the qualifying event in a ^ubsequent prize 
event . 

190. (Amehdedb A system for transmitting tasks and rewarding 
acceptable responses to said ^asks, comprising: 



a plurality of stations transmitting a plurality of different 
programs to members of at least partially different audiences; 

means at each on said stations for interrupting the programs 
of said stations \at the same time and for creating a time gap 
between program portions of said stations; 




means for transmitting to said audiences a task and, following 
said task transmission, acceptable responses to a task in a 
form unintelligibleV to humans; 

means at locations of audience members for receiving said 
program portions and tasks; 



means associated with identified audience members for entering 
a response to a task, fior receiving and reading acceptable 
responses, and for comoaring an entered response to an 
acceptable response, so as to identify successful audience 
members having entered ai\ acceptable response [ ; ] , and to 
enable rewarding successful audience members. 

Claim 191, line 18, change "by" to — of — . 



REMARKS 



In the Official Action, Claims 1 - 191 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for reasons set 



